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Pediatric Major Trauma Admissions by 
Designation 

(DOH Criteria, ISS>=16, Admitted Patients Only)
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% of Major Pediatric Trauma Receiving Definitive 
Care at a Non-Pediatric Designated Service 

(ISS>=16, Admitted, Age<15)
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Pediatric ICU Admissions
(Designated Peds vs. Non-Peds)
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% of Pediatric ICU Admissions
Occurring at Non-Pediatric Designated 

Services
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2001 Major Pediatric Trauma 
(ISS>=16, Admitted to Non-Peds Service, N=29)

• 12 patients with traumatic brain injuries, 
most commonly closed head injuries.

• 15 with spleen injuries
• 1 with multiple orthopedic injuries
• 1 with injury to the small intestine
• 28 discharged home, 1 transferred to a 

Designated Pediatric Service
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Splenectomies in Children 
(Age<15)
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% of Admitted Patients with Spleen Injuries 
Resulting in Splenectomy
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Splenectomies for Spleen Dx 
(Pediatric Designated Services, Admitted Pts)
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Splenectomies for Spleen Dx 
(Non-Pediatric Designated Services, 

Admitted Patients)
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Splenectomies at Non-Pediatric Services – Year 2001
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Splenectomies at Non-Pediatric 
Designated Services - 2001

• 8 splenectomies
• All occurred in hemodynamically stable 

children.
• All went from the ED to OR. None was 

observed in the ICU prior to surgery.
• 3 occurred at one hospital (level III).
• By level:  1 level II, 6 level III, 1 level IV
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Traumatic Brain Injury
(Admitted Patients with 

ISS>=16)
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% of Major TBI Admissions Occurring at 
Non-Pediatric Designated Services

(ISS>=16, DOH Criteria, Age<15)
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Major TBI Admitted at Non-Pediatric Services – Year 2001
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Consults for Admitted TBI  
(Age<15, ISS>=16, 1998-2001)

0%
5%

10%
15%
20%
25%
30%
35%
40%
45%
50%

Rehab Physical Therapy

Peds*
Non-Peds

*Excludes HMC data – consults not recorded



Washington State Department of Health 17

Pediatric Trauma Deaths
Non-Pediatric Services – Year 2001

• 13 deaths in non-pediatric services (12 ED 
deaths and 1 DOA)

• Half died within 1 hour of arrival.
• All died within 3.5 hours of arrival.
• All had GCS of 3 on arrival (6 intubated)
• 5 had full trauma response, 3 modified.
• 5 had no trauma team activation.
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Pediatric Deaths – 2001
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Pediatric Deaths – 2001 (continued)
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